LIFE PRECEDES FAITH—Part 6

Religionists make faith a distinct point in the plan of salvation. Salvation includes everything from election to glorification. Those who understand the Biblical way of salvation will not emphasize one aspect of truth while neglecting others. Do not overlook the fact that “faith” is only one step in the “way” of salvation.
Paul’s statement in II Timothy 3:7 is appropriate at this point of our study. He said, “…holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; Avoid such men as these. For among them are those who enter into households and captivate weak women weighed down with sins, led on by various impulses, always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the truth, men of depraved mind, rejected in regard to the faith” (II Tim. 3:5-8). “Always learning” is not necessarily a good conclusion in itself, because the wrong kind of learning produces detrimental results. Since the word “truth” is the key word, how does Paul use it in the context?

Paul’s common use of the word is found in II Corinthians 13:8—“For we can do nothing against the truth, but only for the truth.” The apostle told the Galatians that he withstood the opposition in order that the truth of the gospel might continue with them; and he stated it to expose Peter, as well as their enemies. “But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in the presence of all, If you, being a Jew, live like the Gentiles and not like the Jews, how is it that you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?” (Gal. 2:14).
We are hypocritical when, either by action, inaction, or silence, we give others reason to think that our sentiments are different from what they really are. Peter’s compromise was a big disappointment to Paul. It is not advantageous to correct in secret an error which injured openly. Pleading justification by Christ and sinning in public do not go together.
The Holy Spirit is the support of salvation. Therefore, the Spirit comes not only to regenerate, but to promote our hearts in those affections which were formed in us by the communication of God’s love in regeneration. Forgiveness precedes comfort. Too many want comfort in their sins, but that is not the way grace works. John 7:17 and 18 says, “If anyone is willing to do His will, he will know of the teaching, whether it is of God or whether I speak from Myself. He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but He who is seeking the glory of the One who sent Him, He is true, and there is no unrighteousness in Him.”
Spiritual knowledge comes by means of the Holy Spirit. The natural man cannot understand spiritual things. Scripture says, “But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised. But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no one” (I Cor. 2:14, 15).

There are only two major views of whose faith it is that justifies the sinner before God. Arminians argue that the sinner has the capability of producing justifying faith by an act of his own free will. This statement denies depravity. Faith is a complex subject; therefore, no simple answer can be given.

Faith of the elect is the “subjective” response of the spiritually enlightened person to God’s “objective” revelation of Himself. Faith is a part of the new birth, and that which is a part cannot be the cause of the whole. Therefore, faith cannot be the cause of itself.

There is the faith of Hebrews 11:1 and 2—“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. For by it the men of old gained approval.” Although every human being has some kind of faith—natural, historic, temporary—only the elect are given faith in regeneration. Those who are given faith in regeneration are willing to have their faith tested by the Scriptures. Those who do not have this faith test their respective kinds of faith by their opinions, feeling, and denominations.

The faith of Hebrews 11:1 is not subjective; it is objective. If faith in Hebrews 11:1 is the subjective act of believing, then we would have nothing but “they believe for a while” (Luke 8:13). Machen said, “Much of that which is called faith is nothing more than a beneficent quality of the soul without any respect as to the reality or unreality of its object.”

Distinction must be made between the act of believing and what is believed. It takes God-given faith to embrace the objective faith concerning sovereignty, election, Person and work of Christ, regeneration, conversion, etc. Hebrews 11 gives the path (vv. 1-7), perseverance (vv. 8-22), and the power of faith (vv. 23-40). Faith does not give assurance and proof where there is none. False faith may smooth things over for a period of time, where there is no faith. Furthermore, it may bring a calm, but it cannot fill the deep void left by the fall of man.

The world—secular or religious—knows nothing of the Greek word for faith, pistis, in the sense of the New Testament teaching. There are three words that must captivate our attention in our study of faith: (1) The Greek noun pistis is found about 243 times, and it means ability to believe or conviction of the truth of something. When it relates to God, pistis is the conviction that what Scripture says about God is true. It is conviction or belief respecting man’s relationship to God the Father, through Jesus Christ, and by the Holy Spirit. (2) The Greek word pistos is used about 67 times as an adjective, as a noun, and as an adverb. It means faithful, worthy of trust, and is reliable. (3) The last word in the study of faith is the Greek verb pisteuo. It is used about 249 times, and means faithful, to be persuaded, put trust in, or commit oneself to. Faith must be studied from three different points of view: (1) faith as an act of believing; (2) faith as the message we believe; and (3) faith as faithful.
Faith is not a gift from God in the sense of a new organ. It is the ability to embrace spiritual things, and this ability is the fruit of regeneration. No one can know spiritual things apart from the Spirit of God, because the Spirit alone is capable of evaluating spiritual things (I Cor. 2:14, 15).
Faith that pleases God is not without knowledge. Faith is the positive recognition of truth. It does not give assurance where there is no basis for hope. The faith that pleases God is not a matter of insisting that God will do what one asks, but it is a humble admission that God will do what He wills to do—what He decreed to do, what He purposed to do.

1. No one is regenerated by believing he is regenerated. He is born of God before he can believe.

2. No one is forgiven because he believes he is forgiven. He believes because he has been forgiven.

3. No one has assurance because he believes he has assurance. He has assurance because he has been given faith by God in regeneration.
4. To most professors of faith today, assurance is not faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and their crucifixion with Him at Calvary; it is not faith in their faith.

5. Subjective faith alone does not save. If it did, then all Arminians, Mormons, Christian Scientists, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Muslims, Buddhists, Masons, Catholics, etc., would be saved.

6. Only subjective faith, which is the fruit of regeneration, is the channel through which truth flows in a conversion experience.

7. Only the person who knows “Who is”—not “what is”—is reading the correct mail!
_____________________________
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