MAN’S SINFUL NATURE

Man’s sinful nature lies in the very foundation of the Scriptural understanding of God. There will never be a proper view by man apart from a Biblical look at God. Man is ever trying, apart from grace, to build his character and future hope on the sand of his own depraved nature. He has come to think he is both wise and able to do either good or evil; but being totally depraved in Adam, he can never learn the difference apart from grace.

The knowledge of our fall in Adam and the terrible consequences of it are essential to the true understanding of our redemption by the grace of the sovereign God. Moses gives the history of the fall of man in Genesis 3, but it is Paul who gives the explanation in Romans 5. The lack of understanding of man’s depravity will be reflected in false views of Christ’s Person and work.

Without a Biblical understanding of man’s sinful nature, the fact is that Christ will never be embraced as the impeccable Savior and Lord. There are some basic things that must be known by us if we are to spend eternity with Jesus Christ. A good start is the question, what was man in a state of uprightness? Solomon said, “Behold, I have found only this, that God made men upright, but they have sought out many devices” (Eccl. 7:29). The question is often asked, “Why did God make man capable of falling?” Did God make the sun and moon incapable of falling? Yes, but the moment one passes from matter to life you have a different proposition. For example, if I drive a nail into a piece of wood to hold it in place, that is one thing; if I give an object to a person to be kept for a period of time, that is something else. If sometime later I decided to see how both are doing, I will have a problem with the nail. I can ask the person because he has a will, but the nail has no will in the matter. Thus, in passing from matter to life, I pass from comparative certainty to probable certainty; the person could exercise the will and refuse to keep the object.

Adam was created in conformity to some rule, and this rule was the law of God. How could it be said that he was made upright if there did not exist a prescribed form by which to measure uprightness? This uprightness was not essential to his very being, for he could not have lost it without the loss of his very being. If Adam had been unchangeably upright, he must be so either by nature or by gift. He could not be unchangeably upright by nature, for that is proper to God alone and cannot be communicated to any of His creatures. If by gift, then no wrong was done him in withholding that which was not his to begin with and that which he could not desire.
Adam, whose will was peccable, chose not the will of God but his own will. If Adam, who was in a state of uprightness, chose evil, what about a state of depravity? Therefore, we see that created uprightness is capable of sinning.
In a condition of depravity, man was created upright; but he was no savage. The upright posture of his body distinguishes him from the other creatures. God did not make Adam, and then make him upright; but in creating him, He created him upright. Man, unlike the other living creatures of earth, possessed a body that enabled him to look up. Uprightness was not essential to his being; or in the fall, Adam would have lost his being. If man were a descendant of the lower creatures, this would make the lower creatures to have been created in God’s image. How heinous the thought!
The Spirit, through Paul, put a stop to that when He said, “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them. For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse. For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they become futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures. Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that their bodies would be dishonored among them. For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen” (Rom. 1:18-25).

If men were descendants of the lower creatures, this would make the lower creatures to have been created in God’s image. It is because man is conscious of his dependence and obligation that makes him a religious person, if it is to his advantage. There is an infinite disproportion between the eternal glory of God and the glory which God bestows upon man whether it is the glory of original uprightness, the glory of grace in regeneration, or the glory of the eternal state. Having seen what man was in a state of uprightness and what he is in a condition of depravity, let us consider what man is to be if he is one of God’s chosen sheep in the blood of the eternal covenant of grace (Heb. 13:20, 21; II Tim. 1:8-11).

Adam was the first head and representative of mankind. The same principle is maintained in all nations because there is someone who represents a multitude of mankind. In this sense, all of Adam’s posterity was represented in the first man who was of the earth, earthy. Paul said, “The first man is from the earth, earthy; the second man is from heaven. As is the earthy, so also are those who are earthy; and as is the heavenly, so also are those who are heavenly. Just as we have borne the image of the earthy, we will also bear the image of the heavenly. Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable” (I Cor. 15:47-50). God chose Adam, and this is the highest reason why we should acquiesce. How often do men oblige their children and heirs to keep conditions of contracts? Do any complain of this procedure? They complain only when it is against their own selfish desires. The two sons in the womb of Rebekah were said to be two nations. “Two nations are in your womb; And two peoples will be separated from your body; And one people shall be stronger than the other, And the older shall serve the younger” (Gen. 25:23). The females were circumcised in the males.
When God entered into covenant with Abraham and his seed, and appointed circumcision to be the seal of it, all the seed were obligated to it, even though they were not present to give consent. God said to Moses, “Now not with you alone am I making this covenant and this oath, but both with those who stand here with us today in the presence of the LORD our God and with those who are not with us here today (for you know we lived in the land of Egypt, and how we came through the midst of the nations through which you passed; moreover, you have seen their abominations and their idols of wood, stone, silver, and gold, which they had with them); so that there will not be among you a man or woman, or family or tribe, whose heart turns away today from the LORD our God, to go and serve the gods of those nations; that there will not be among you a root bearing poisonous fruit and wormwood. It shall be when he hears the words of this curse, that he will boast, saying, I have peace though I walk in the stubbornness of my heart in order to destroy the watered land with the dry” (Deut. 29:14-19). Adam was the first representative (public person), and Jesus Christ was the last representative Person (Public Person). Adam and Jesus Christ are the first and last public persons—all mankind by Adam and the chosen of God by Jesus Christ.
Since the fall, man is in a condition of depravity (Ps. 14:1-3; Rom. 3:9-18; 5:12-21). Paul not only gives an explanation of the fall, but he gives the consequences of it. Man by nature is corrupt, perverse, and sinful throughout. The whole of man’s being has been affected by sin (Rom. 1). The unsaved man is dead in sin, and his will is enslaved to his corrupt nature. This doctrine is opposed by religionists, but embraced by born again believers. The theory of evolution, though rejected by Christians, knows that it is corrupt man that corrupts society, and not corrupted society that corrupts man. Sin is not a brutality that creeps upon a man from without; it is a manifestation of a brutal nature which comes from within. In the creation of man, God began with the outside; in regeneration, He begins within. How could Adam, a person who stood in created uprightness, fall? Adam was a creature, and creature life is dependent on God who gives and sustains it. Paul said, “The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands; nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things; and He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation, that they would seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; for in Him we live and move and exist, as even some of your own poets have said, For we also are His children” (Acts 17:24-28).
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