WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO LOVE AND SEE
THE UNSEEN CHRIST?—Part 2
(I Pet. 1:8)


The disciples of Christ rested their faith in the Person of Christ who was veiled in human nature (Matt. 16:13-23). However, they reached back from the Christ of history to the pre-incarnate Christ, the eternal Son of God. If the ruling concept of Christ is merely a historical figure, one knows Him only after the flesh which is inadequate. He is no longer the Christ of the cross. Therefore, Jesus Christ is not to be viewed merely as an august figure of tradition, humiliation, limitation, and anticipation. One must regard the Son of God as the Lord of exaltation, authorization, liberation, and realization in order to complete the cycle from eternity, through time, and back into eternity.

Peter viewed Christ as love in action. “In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; and though you have not seen Him, you love Him…” (I Pet. 1:6-8a NASB). The proof of love is that it stands the test and bears the trial at some cost to itself. If a person has genuine faith, he has experienced this. This experience may continue because of the opposition of individuals who oppose what the Bible teaches.

Christians should hate everything that is false and contrary to the will of God. We worship a God who hates evil. God loved Jacob and hated Esau. David wrote the following in Psalm 139:19-24—“O that Thou wouldst slay the wicked, O God; Depart from me, therefore, men of bloodshed. For they speak against Thee wickedly, And Thine enemies take Thy name in vain. Do I not hate those who hate Thee, O LORD? And do I not loathe those who rise up against Thee? I hate them with the utmost hatred; They have become my enemies. Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me and know my anxious thoughts; And see if there be any hurtful way in me, And lead me in the everlasting way” (NASB). If a person reads the Scriptures with an open heart and mind, he finds that to love is to hate everything that is opposed to that love. True love is never as lovely as when it is seen in action under the trial of faith.


There are false affections and true affections. A person having much affection does not prove that he is saved. On the other hand, if he has no affection, he is not a Christian. No one can say that all affection is false, and neither can one say that all affection is true. However, one can distinguish between the gold and the dross of affection when it is tested. For example, if affection is more exercised in pleasing men, advancing a denomination, personal honor and reputation, traditions of men, worldly success, or worldly prosperity, then one can know such affection is nothing but dross. On the other hand, if the testing results in humility, recognition of God’s providence, total dependence on God, fearing God too much to fear man, loving the honor of God more than the honor of man, a readiness to suffer the loss of all things but Christ, and a willingness to live and die for Christ, then you know such affection is pure gold.

The three key words in I Peter 1:8 are love, believe, and joy. These are inseparable words in the true experience of a Christian. Christ’s sojourners (parepidemois, dative plural masculine of parepidemos, an alien or foreign person who resides in a country not his own—I Pet. 1:1; 2:11; Heb. 11:13) must have food and care. Since the inheritance of God’s chosen ones is preserved in heaven, the chosen ones must be preserved all through their earthly pilgrimage in order that they may enjoy it forever. Although Peter addressed the chosen of the dispersion (diasporas, genitive singular of diaspora, a scattering or dispersion of the Jews or Gentiles—I Pet. 1:1; John 7:35), the message also applies to chosen Gentiles, as well as chosen Jews. In fact, God’s inheritance for the chosen Jews or Gentiles is not only reserved in heaven for them, but they “…are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time” (I Pet. 1:5 NASB). 

Election is a family secret. It is an act of the eternal Mind which is inaccessible to us except in its effects (I Thess. 1:4-8). Some teach nothing but election, but others have no place for election in their scheme of salvation. (Read Luke 4:25-30.) Both groups are wrong. Among the first group are antinominians, fatalists, and those who do nothing and contribute nothing for the propagation of the whole counsel of God. Those of the latter group not only hate the doctrine, but they try to explain it away.

Man is blind who sees arbitrariness in the sovereign freedom of God, but does not see any in his own works and morality. Furthermore, man is blind to the truth of election when he makes it an occasion of self-justification. The religious practice of Israel demonstrates this false concept. (Study Jer. 7; 8; Micah 3:11; John 8.) The conflict between the Pharisees and Christ was one concerning the election of God. False self-glory lies at the root of a misrepresentation of the Biblical doctrine of election. The Bible does not present election as a way to self-exaltation but true humility. Why did God choose anyone? Why did He give grace to the elect before the world began? Why does God give the elect all things which pertain to life and piety? Why does God give some a living hope? Why does the sovereign God assure the elect that when they have exhausted all else, by the use of their finite minds, the only true way of salvation is by the grace of the sovereign God? Furthermore, why does God give eternity to disclose to the chosen ones the full meaning of so great a salvation? There is no place for pride in the grace of the sovereign God—God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. The Father chose some; the Son died for the chosen ones; and the Holy Spirit regenerates (passive voice) the chosen.

Those who believe that faith is a human condition to salvation (in the sense of the new birth) assign to faith a subjective quality that God finds to His satisfaction. This is false and not acceptable and raises a serious question. Can the Holy God be satisfied with an unholy faith? Three questions are important at this point: (1) What kind of faith does the sinner have? (2) Can unsanctified faith be the means of the new birth? (3) How can faith which is the fruit of regeneration be the cause of itself becoming holy?  


The faith of a Christian is holy. “But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith; praying in the Holy Spirit” (Jude 20 NASB). Since the faith of the Christian is holy, the faith of the depraved sinner is unholy. The unsanctified faith of the sinner can never be the means of the new birth. The new birth gave Simon Peter a hearing ear in order that he could become a stable person. Those who believe that faith is a human condition to being born of God assign to faith a subjective quality that God accepts as His helper in regeneration. A former pastor of the First Baptist Church of Indianapolis said, “I reluctantly held up my hand and Christ came into my heart.” Dr. Chafer, former president of Dallas Theological Seminary said, “Only men of that faith which has secured their regeneration and led them on to a complete self-dedication to God need seek to enter here.” Dr. Hoeksema said, “By faith we are grafted into Christ. It is the means, the spiritual means whereby we are united with Christ.” Nothing could be farther from the truth of Scripture. Every time the Greek verb gennao is used in the New Testament in reference to being born of God, it is always in the passive voice. That means that man makes no contribution to the new birth.

Many say the order of  I Peter 1:1-2 is first obedience, and then the sprinkling of the blood—“…who are chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, that you may obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in fullest measure” (NASB). Their conclusion is, according to I Peter 1:2, the Father chooses, the Spirit energizes the sinner’s faith, and the Son cleanses by His blood in response to faith. Is Peter talking about position or condition?


Propitiation (the act of conciliation) and appropriation (to take to or for oneself, or to take possession of) are not the same. The water in which the ashes of the red heifer were dissolved was sprinkled water (Num. 19). The fulfillment of this type is I John 1:7— “…but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin” (NASB). Ashes symbolize the power of a finished sacrifice. Aaron did nothing in connection with the red heifer. It was Eleazar who represents the priestly condition of the saints in the wilderness.


The believer is a purified person who purifies himself. In I Peter 1:20-23, believers must be elevated in their thinking above the world in order that they may be prepared for their Christian duty. The apostle said, “For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart, for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and abiding word of God” (NASB). This passage speaks of position and practice. Faith is the fruit of regeneration, and it produces obedience. No obedience means no faith, and no faith means no regeneration. Truth to a regenerated person excites. It transforms and impels (Rom. 12:1, 2; II Cor. 7:1). The hallmark of Christians is relative purity. Faith sees, hope foresees, and love longs for more love. By faith the Christian stands; by hope he soars; and by obeying the truth in the power of the Spirit, he produces love.

Christians love the unseen Christ. Please observe the order of love, faith, and joy of I Peter 1:8. Love comes before faith. This is not what most professing Christians believe, but it is what the Scripture states. “And hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us” (Rom. 5:5 NASB). Love is wrought in the heart by the Spirit of regeneration before one is aware of what has taken place. It is the first point of contact with God. The needs of the soul, combined with love to God, calls for faith. When the gift of faith begins to operate, love becomes wider and more earnest. How different this is from human affection!


Faith sees the unseen Christ. The word “believe” of I Peter 1:8 is a present continuous participle in the Greek. It describes a habitual activity. There is a difference between love and faith that must be observed. Love goes straight to its object because there is no obstruction. Faith, on the other hand, has to grapple with its enemies. Faith is another point of contact. We cannot see, like the Israelites saw, the ephod and breastplate; but we believe Christ intercedes successfully before the Father on behalf of the elect.


Seeing the unseen is a Divine paradox. Coming into contact with Christ by touch looks to most people to be the most real. That is because their fleshly nature is the uppermost thing to them. Coming into contact with Christ by the Holy Spirit seems to be less unreal, only because the Spirit of discernment is lacking (II Cor. 2:9-16). The Holy Spirit of regeneration pours out God’s love in the hearts of the chosen ones in Christ at God’s appointed time. He also paints a portrait of the Son of God on the retina of the spiritual vision of the elect in regeneration. “For God, who said, Light shall shine out of darkness, is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ” (II Cor. 4:6 NASB).

The world’s philosophy is to know the visible. Its work is to act on the visible. Its happiness is to enjoy the visible. Beyond these everything disappears. However, invisibility is God’s negative attribute along with unchangeableness, unsearchableness, and irresistibleness. Hence, what one can see with his physical eyes can never satisfy his invisible soul.


Joy in the unseen Christ is both unspeakable and full of glory. True joy dwells more in the heart than in the face. False joy is superficial because it is only skin deep. It is all in the face. True joy is ecstasy in every true Christian experience. Love and faith give an experience of unceasing joy. Hence, the joy is already irradiated with the glory of the coming day of revelation. Although the best is yet to come, there is a present joy. Christians may find themselves down in the valley of trial, but the mountain top is already radiant with the rising orb of the eternal day.

The work of the infinite God cannot be restricted to the narrow limits of human vocabulary. We will be like the Queen of Sheba who said when she saw the fame of Solomon, “Nevertheless I did not believe the reports, until I came and my eyes had seen it. And behold, the half was not told me…” (I Kings 10:7 NASB).
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